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HEALTH CERTIFICATE

Health Certificate for 
Barbers, Hairdressers 

and Beauticians

(1) No person may 
operate as a barber, 

hairdresser, 
beautician, body 

piercer or tattooist, 
and no barber, 

hairdresser, 
beautician, body 

piercing or tattooing 
salon may be 

operated without a 
health certificate 

issued by the 
Environmental Health 

Practitioner.

How and when do 
you get a Health 

Certificate?

You will apply at 
Garden Route District 
Municipality offices 

for a Health 
Certificate. An 

Environmental Health 
Practitioner will then 

only issue this 
certificate when the 
premises complies 

with the health 
requirements as set 

out in the By-Laws of 
Garden Route District 

Municipality .

3



HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

Walls must be constructed of 
an easily cleanable material.

Floors must be constructed 
of an easily cleanable 

material brought to a smooth 
finish.

The ceiling must be of a 
material that is dustproof. 

Adequate wash up facilities 
with a constant supply of hot 

and cold running potable 
water must be provided for 

the washing of hair and 
hands. 

An approved system for the 
disposal of wastewater must 

be provided. 

An approved first aid kit must 
be available on the premises 

at all times, for the 
treatment of minor injuries. 
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HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

All working surfaces, including 
shelves, fixtures and table tops 

must be constructed of a 
durable, non-absorbent and 

easily cleanable material. 

All refuse must be disposed off 
in an environmentally 

acceptable manner. Approved 
methods of waste storage and 
disposal must be adopted to 
prevent offensive odours and 

wind-blown litter. 

The salon premises may not be 
used for the purpose of food 
preparation or for sleeping. 

The premises and equipment 
must be maintained in good 

conditions and clean and 
sanitary at all times. 

Employees on the premises 
must be equipped with 

adequate protective clothing. 

Instruments used in the salon 
must be disinfected after each 

use. 
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CLEANING AND DISINFECTING INSTRUMENTS

Instruments that come in to contact with the 
customer, need to be sanitized before reusing. This 
includes blades, shears, combs, and so forth, which 
should be thoroughly washed in hot, soapy water to 

remove film, oil and debris,. Lastly the combs and 
other instruments are placed in 70% alcohol or a 

barbicide solution for disinfection.

Methylated spirits is not an effective cleaning 
solution and using it instead of a proper alcohol or 

barbicide solution is not recommended.
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HYGIENE
7

• Provide an adequate supply of 
clean towels with suitable storage 
for your clients.

• Do not use the same towel on 
different customers, one customer 
must have one towel.

• All cut hair must immediately be 
swept up and placed in a covered 
refuse bin.

• The cape the client used, and the 
chair must be thoroughly cleaned 
before the next person uses it.



Infections/Diseases due to unhygienic practices

• Barbers Itch (Folliculitis)

- When an instrument is not 
sterilised, the bacteria can 
enter the hair follicles and 
cause red bumps/pimples.
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Infections/Diseases due to unhygienic practices

• Tinea Capitis

- This is a fungal infection that 
looks like a ring worm.

- It spreads via poorly 
sanitized combs and 
towels.

- It can even lead to 
permanent scars and hair 
loss.
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Infections/Diseases due to unhygienic practices

• Impetigo

- This is a bacterial infection that 
causes yellow crusts on the skin.

- It spreads via skin to skin, 
clothing and towels.

- In barbers/hair salons, it is 
caused by dirty towels.

- It is highly contagious.
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Infections/Diseases due to unhygienic practices

• Tetanus

- This is an bacterial infection.

- It spreads by using rusted razor 
blades.
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Infections/Diseases due to unhygienic practices

• Lice

- Insects that are on your 
scalp or beard that 
cause severe itching.

- It spreads via poorly 
sanitized combs and 
brushes.
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Infections/Diseases due to unhygienic practices

• Hepatitis B

- It is an infection of the liver 
caused by the hepatitis B 
virus.

- It spreads when you are cut 
with razor blades that 
contain blood from an 
infected person and was 
not sterilised before being 
used on the next person. 
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