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15 Young people benefit through GRDM Tourism Programme 
 
Earlier this year, the Garden Route District Municipality’s (GRDM) Tourism Unit sponsored the François 
Ferreira Academy (FFA) in George with R300 000.00 in order to train 15 previously disadvantaged young 
people in their Cater Care Programme. 
 
The Cater Care Programme, presented by the François Ferreira Academy, provide learners with the basic 
skills in food preparation and beverage services.  This makes it perfect as an introductory programme for 
courses such as the National Young Chef Training Programme presented by the National Department of 
Tourism in association with the South African Chefs Association. 

The programme is intended to equip students with skills to access jobs in the local hospitality and tourism 
industry - more specifically to provide skills to unemployed individuals so as to access jobs in the hospitality 
and tourism sectors.  In this partnership, the GRDM is responsible to coordinate and mobilise the enrolment of 
trainees through a formal recruitment and selection process.   
 
Interviews with applicants for the 2019/20 Cater Care Programme were held earlier this year whereafter 15 
successful students started their theoretical training in March 2019 at the François Ferreira Skills Academy in 
Oubaai.  The final practical component of training will conclude at the end of May 2019.  
 
The aim of the Cater Care Programme is to ‘take’ unemployed youth; to train them and to see that they are 
placed in sustainable jobs. Some also become successful entrepreneurs.  The programme has a drop-out rate 
of 0%; a 90% success rate in placing students in sustainable jobs and 70% of students further their studies in 
the culinary field by obtaining higher qualifications. 
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The first group of Cater Care Programme Student for 2019. 
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