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EDEN DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY HOSTS ENGAGEMENT WITH GOVERNMENT, 

SETAs, TRAINING PROVIDERS AND THE NATIONAL SKILLS FUND 

REPRESENTATIVES 

 

The Garden Route Skills Mecca Task Team hosted a meeting on the 1 June 2018 with 

representatives from Provincial and National Government, the various Sector 

Education and Training Associations (SETAs) and the National Skills Fund (NSF). 

Representatives from the private sector were also in attendance of the meeting.  

 

 
 

The meeting was planned in light of the process to transform the Eden district into a 

Skills Mecca.  On 23 February 2018, the Garden Route Skills Mecca Task team was 

established to implement the 12 resolutions that were set during the Garden Route 

Skills Summit that was hosted on 2 February 2018.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The main purpose of the engagement was to discuss the possible commitment from 

the SETAs and the NSF in order to address the skills needs of the district and also to 

link the identified projects of the recently held Green Energy Summit, Garden Route 

Investment Conference with the listed Garden Route Skills Mecca Skills Projects. 

These discussions were led by Dr Florus Prinsloo, representative from the Western 

Cape Government, who also presented the Garden Route Skills Mecca 

Implementation Plan, at the meeting.  

 

Ms Trix Holtzhausen welcomed all attendees to the event and said:  “We consider you 

as our partners and therefore with youe inputs, we will be able to set clear guidelines 

on how we can take the skills and training needs of the Eden district forward”.  

 

Mr Reginald Salmons presented the current projects rolled out by Eden DM, as well as 

other projects that are still in  planning phase, namely Timber Industry Proejct and  the 

Young SKAL Hospitality Project.   In closing off his presentation, Mr Salmons made it 

clear that without the assistance and contibrutions from Stakeholders, these training 

projects will not be able to be implemented. 

 

Manager of the South Cape Economic Partnership (SCEP), Mr Paul Hoffman, 

reflected on the Garden Route Investment Conference and also linked the existing and 

planned projects within the Eden district with the skills needed to make a success of 

the projects. 

 

Ms Kgaogelo Hlongwane and Ms Tendai Moila from the NSF urged attendees to look 

at sustainable projects that will provide employment opportunities for unemployed 

youth and praised Eden DM and the organisers of the engagement.  Ms Hlongwane  

said: “This is a first of its kind model – we will use this format as best practice for 

implementation in other areas of our country, to enhance and integrate skills 

development opportunities”. 

 

Positive feedback was received from the various stakeholders and the various training 

projects that were identified will be implemented during the next six months.  The 

engagement was successfully organised by Mr Reginald Salmons and directed by 

Councillor Stephen de Vries, Chairperson of the Training and Skills Development 

Committee at Eden DM.  

 

The next Garden Route Skills Mecca Task Team meeting is planned to take place 

within the next six months, to discuss the progress of the projects that were identified. 

 
 

ENDS 

 


